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	ABSTRACT TITLE: How are rape victims taken care of in the Nordic countries?
	ABSTRACT AUTHORS AND AFFILIATIONS: Berit Schei, St. Olavs Hospital, Trondheim University Hospital, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway 
	ABSTRACT TEXT: Victims of rape need emergency health care services including treatment of injuries, prevention of sexual transmitted infections and pregnancies. Also, victims need close follow up in order to reduce the harmful psychological affects and long term disability. In order to optimize the legal process following the event, collection of biological trace evidence during the examination is needed as well as the systematic documentation of injuries. The development in the Nordic countries of specialized Sexual Assault Care Centers has been aimed at bridging the health care needs with the needs of the legal system. There are huge variations between the Nordic Countries as to how the services for victims of rape have been organized. In some of the Nordic countries, there is a formal specialization in forensic medicine. Hence forensic services have traditionally cared for the victims of rape. Since this type of service was mainly adapted to the needs of victims who already had reported to the police; the acknowledgment of lack of services for victims not reporting to the police, sparked a discussion on how to organize the services. In countries as Norway, without a specialization in forensic medicine, the lack of forensic knowledge and skills among clinicians became the base for discussion. Still, after several decades of discussions; models of care vary between the Nordic countries, as well as within the country. In spite of organizational differences between the Nordic countries, gynecological skills and knowledge are crucial in order to optimize services.


